Short Cuts to Helicon

That, though I may not be able to persuade
English readers that this is so, is the sort of
" Verse " that in America " editors will pay
for," and there is no reason why its construc-
tion should not be quite successfully taught
by post. But on this side of the Atlantic
things are a little more difficult.

In England " Hundreds of journals publish
and pay for poetry/5 but almost all of them
insist upon rhyme, and upon lines of equal, or
regularly varying length. Moreover, there is
a good deal of difference between the sort of
subjects and styles demanded by various
papers. I should, therefore, when framing
my course for students, begin by telling them
to study (as every successful business man is
bound to do) the market, and the classes of
goods most in demand by the various groups
of consumers. Let the student note (a) the
commonest subjects, (b) the commonest
rhymes, (c) the commonest words, in the poems
published by those papers which he decides
to exploit. After a little labour he will be
able to sort the papers into three or four main
categories. He will then decide either to
produce several types of goods for the several
types of customer, or to concentrate on the
largest available market for a single type,
thereby giving himself a chance of perfecting
his processes, and, by virtue of the advantages
inherent in repetitive work, securing maximum
output and reducing overhead charges (in
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